
Side	effects	of	antibiotics
Side	effects	occur	at	the	usual	doses	and	recommended	plasma	pharmacotherapeutic	concentrations.	Toxic
effects	occur	at	high	doses,	due	to	high	plasma	concentrations,	possibly	at	higher	patient	sensitivity.	In	most
cases,	they	can	be	prevented	or	their	clinical	manifestations	alleviated.	The	risk	of	toxic	effects	is	acceptable	given
life-threatening	diseases	unless	another,	safer	antibiotic	is	available.	The	biological	effects	of	antibiotics	are
caused	by	a	change	in	the	natural	bacterial	microflora	of	the	skin	or	mucous	membranes.	They	are	especially
common	when	using	broad-spectrum	antibiotics	(ampicillin,	tetracyclines).

Allergic	reaction
Induced	after	previous	sensitization	with	a	small	dose	of	antibiotics.	They	are	common	in	beta-lactams.	Therefore,
it	is	necessary	to	look	for	them	in	the	patients	history.	Clinical	manifestations	may	vary	from	polymorphic	rashes,	to
urticaria,	eosinophilia,	edema,	fever,	conjunctivitis,	photodermatoses,	bronchial	asthma	attacks	and	anaphylactic
shock.	Dangerous	forms	are	mainly	associated	with	parenteral	administration	of	antibiotics.	They	may	manifest	as
early	or	late	reactions	during	or	after	treatment	(after	9-11	days).	Due	to	topical	administration,	contact	allergy
(neomycin)	may	also	be	encountered.
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